
 

Christmas Services 
We will have a church-wide Combined Morning Service at 10:00 am on Sunday, December 24. 

Then … 

This year’s candlelight Christmas Eve services will be at 3:00 pm and 11:00 pm on Sunday, December 24.  
 The 3:00 pm service will be a contemporary service with worship led by Matt Vollmar.  
 The 11:00 pm service will be the traditional service with worship led by Hank Oplinger.  

Which ever candlelight service you choose to attend, we look forward to celebrating the birth of our Savior and  
worshiping Him with you! 

The Glory Of Christmas 
Join us on Sunday, December 10 at 
7:00 pm for The Glory Of Christmas!  
The Glory of Christmas is a musical 
drama that tells the story of Jesus’ birth 
and God’s gift of salvation. An 
ensemble of: cast, choir and orchestra, 
amid beautiful costumes and set 
designs, with live animals; make this a 
memorable Christmas experience for 
all ages.  
Why not start a new tradition this year? 
Make The Glory Of Christmas the 
beginning of your annual Christmas 
celebration with your family. Invite your friends and neighbors too because this is a wonderful opportunity to 
introduce new people to St. Matthew, and to Jesus! 

Poinsettia Orders 
If you would like to order a poinsettia in honor of someone, in memory of someone, or as a 
love gift to someone; the order forms are available at the Connection Center. The 
poinsettias are $8.00 each and will be on display in the Sanctuary. There will be a special 
poinsettia recognition page that will be available at the Christmas Eve services on Sunday, 
December 24. You may take your plant home after the Christmas Eve service. The deadline 
to order a poinsettia is Monday, December 18. Please include payment with your order 
form. Thank you!

December 
2023 

Newsletter

S A I N T
MATTHEW

Pg. 1



 
  

 As someone once said, “Christmas songs are like Brussel 
sprouts:  they only appear in December and you either love or loathe 
them.  Either way, Christmas music can be an integral part of the 
holiday season.  What are your favorite Christmas songs to listen to 
during the holiday season?  We all probably have our favorites!  For 
me, it’s not Christmas until I hear The Little Drummer Boy, O Holy 
Night and pretty much anything sung by Bing Crosby.  (Of course, 
there are some songs that I wouldn’t miss if they never appeared on 
the radio again.  Maybe you have some of those too!)   
  
 But there is something about hearing the songs that can put us in the mood for another 
wonderful holiday season.  This Advent season, we’re going to have some fun as we look at the 
Christmas story through the lens of some of our favorite Christmas songs.  In fact, the titles of the 
songs are questions, so we will be looking at the answers to the questions.   
  
 The four sermons for the Sunday’s of Advent are: 
 Dec. 3  - “Mary DIDN’T Know” 
 Dec. 10 – “The Shepherd’s DID Hear” 
 Dec. 17 – “THIS is the Child” 
 Dec. 24 – “Christmas Is HERE” 
  
 These sermons are actually answering the questions that some of your favorite song title’s 
ask.  Can you guess the Songs?  I’m praying this will be a worshipful, fun and blessed Advent 
season as we eagerly await the coming of Christmas.   
  
 Speaking of eagerly awaiting, On December 24, (Christmas Eve), we will be having a 
combined morning worship service at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Then, we will have a family 
friendly Christmas Eve service at 3pm in the chapel and a more traditional service at 11pm in the 
sanctuary.  The message for the Christmas Eve Services will be, “Waiting For Christmas”.  I hope 
you can join us for worship this month!    
  
 You may not like Brussel sprouts, but I am praying God will have great gifts for everyone in 
December!  (And, worship is always better than Brussel sprouts!) !   

  
 A fan of Brussel sprouts AND Christmas! 
  

  

 Bob 
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Children’s Ministry: Lindsay Vollmar - 618-660-7552 — lvollmar@stmatthew.church

Sunday Night Youth - Each Sunday at 5:00 pm in the Youth Room. 

Dec 3 - Youth Christmas party. 

Dec 10 - Christmas Movie and snacks/Glory of Christmas pre-party 

Dec 24 & 31 - No Youth

Wednesday Kids’ Club continues to meet from 6:00 – 7:00 pm! Our last day of Nursery & Kids’ Club will be 
December 6.  Nursery & Kids’ Club will return on January 17, 2024, after Christmas break.  

Looking for several helpers to volunteer in our Nursery or Cast Kids’ Room for Glory of Christmas (December 
10).  Please contact Lindsay if you’d be willing to spend time with our church’s most precious attenders! 

Christmas Eve morning (December 24) we’ll have a 10:00 am joint service where our Pre-School & Elementary 
kids will join us for the service. Nursery will open at 9:50 am.   

Christmas Eve Services our Nursery 1 (by the Sanctuary) will open at 2:50 pm & 10:50 pm for our little ones 3 
years and under.    

Celebration Place meets every Friday night and is offered to our kids as a “pre-covery” kid’s group for Celebrate 
Recovery.  Kids begin in the Chapel with their parents at 7:00 pm to be a part of worship time, then head upstairs to 
Kids Town for their own lesson, small groups, snack, game time & more.   

We love new friends in Children’s Ministry and have plenty of opportunities for you to serve. Let God use you in a 
mighty way by investing in the spiritual formation of our amazing kids! Not sure where your “sweet spot” would 
be? Meet with Lindsay and we’ll find you a perfect place! 

Parents, for your 2024 Calendar: 1st Joy of Easter Cast Practice (February 7 at 7:30 pm), Children’s Easter 
Celebration (March 23 at 10 am), Scuba VBS (June 10-14), Beulah Bible Camp (June 24-27), Beulah Beginning 
Camp (June 28 & 29).

Good News Club 
Keep praying for Good News Club as we are spreading God’s light into our community.  G.N.C. is a free after 
school program for Kindergarten – 3rd graders offered at St. Matthew on Tuesday afternoons. It’s a fun time packed 
full of Bible stories, music, games, memory verses, skits, snacks and planting the seeds of Jesus in the lives of our 
kids in the community. December 12 is the last day of club this year and when our “graduating” 3rd graders will 
receive their Bibles. Please keep our children and their families in your prayers as their faith continues to grow! 

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party 
We are very grateful to our fabulous Christmas elves that packed over 600 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
on November 11.  We had some incredible donations from our church family, fantastic youth who organized 
thousands and thousands of items, yummy desserts from the New Life Club and a lot of love from everyone who 
packed a box.  That gift will change the life of a child and bring them the hope of Jesus.  
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Youth Ministry: Matt Vollmar - 618-795-6250 - mvollmar@stmatthew.church
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If you are 18 to 25 we would love for you to join us for fellowship and diving deeper into the word.  

Our normal meeting times are Wednesdays starting at 7:00 pm and Thursdays starting at 6:00 pm.

LifeGroups: Gina Swickard - doxa715@gmail.com

LifeGroups will resume again in January. Enjoy the holiday break!

Welcome New Members! 
Please join us in giving a warm St. Matthew Welcome to our 
newest members! Those who attended the membership class 
on Sunday, November 5 are: Gordon Anderson, Carl Biegler, 
Heather Biegler, Kailyn Biegler, Gabriel Biegler, Stuart 
Brethauer, Bill Caito, Brenda Caito, Samantha Cates & Laura 
Kraft (pictured right).  
Those who were baptized on Sunday, November 12 are: 
Chloe Amann, Earl Bammer (pictured below left), Carl 
Biegler, Heather Biegler, Kailyn Biegler (pictured below center), Gabriel Biegler, Kat Glenboski (pictured below 
right), Violet Hurdle, Aiden Schott & Sam Stoffel. We welcome you all into the St. Matthew family! 

News & Events
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Thanks to everyone who volunteered, hosted a vehicle and 
came out for Trunk Or Treat! It was a cold night indeed, but 

your decorated trunks 
were a blast to … 
TROLL  …  
… because they were 
soooooooooooooo 
             GROOVY! 

       In fact, they were a FORCE  
 to be reckoned with!! 
Thanks for helping us light the night for Jesus!
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Senior Ministry: Jeanie Lively - 618-979-7434 - jlively@stmatthew.church

NEW LIFE CLUB is Thursday, December 21, 2023 at noon, in the Vine Cafe.  Our program will be presented by 
our New Life Club Senior Choir.  Jack Lampe will be our cook and members will be bringing desserts.  We have a 
suggested donation of $7.00 for lunch.  We have a great group of folks attending.  We hope you will join us. This 
group is for all seniors in the community, not just this church.  We welcome all.   

Senior Bible Study will be December 14 and 28, which starts with coffee and donuts at 9:30 a.m and Bible study at 
10:00. Shelby Walasin leads this study.  We also pray and share with each other which is support for the soul. 

“Redeemed Again” - The Thrift Shop of St. Matthew  -  had a great Christmas sale last month.  We have 
appreciated all of your wonderful donations through the year.  There is no support in this manner for our 
community without you. 

New Life Club Choir is on break until January 2024.  We have enjoyed getting back in our assisted living centers 
these past few months.  It's a heart warming experience and they appreciate it so much.  Think about joining us next 
year.  We'd love to have you. 

ST. MATTHEW SR. TRAVELS 

Think about giving your senior family member a personalized gift of travel for any amount for Christmas.  We do 
all sorts of travel,  shorts day trips to 9 day trips and for every price range.  They "always fit" and they never have 
to "be dusted."   

Many new trips will be out soon for "2024" 

On behalf of the St. Matthew Senior Ministry I want to wish you and yours a  beautiful 
Christ-like Christmas and New Year!
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Nadine Gierse (pictured right) recently retired from 30 years of faithful service 
in the St. Matthew Thrift Shop. Thank you, Nadine for your dedication to this 

ministry! You have been a blessing to St. Matthew and to our community. 

Thanks to the Youth Group for getting everything all set up for the 
OCC Shoebox Packing Party and thanks to everyone who donated 
items, who brought desserts and who came to help. Because of 
you we packed over 600 boxes! What a blessing!
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Kitchen Closed 
The Kitchen will be closed on Wednesday, December 27. Merry Christmas! 

One More Child 
One More Child is a program designed to provide much needed food for vulnerable children in our community. In 
the spirit of the Christmas season, many individuals, families, Sunday school classes, and other groups may want to 
make a special contribution to a charitable cause. One More Child is a great opportunity to do just that.  
For only $6.00, you can cover the cost of food for one child for one of those weekends. You can make a one time 
contribution or you can commit to sponsoring a child for each weekend of the school year. Please make all checks 
payable to St. Matthew Church and write One More Child on the memo line or you can contribute through Realm 
(please make sure you designate it as a One More Child contribution).  
If you have any questions about this program please contact Diane Patton at 618-233-8575. 

2024 Save-The-Dates 
For those of you who like to fill 
out your calendars in advance 
here are some important 2024 
dates to remember.  
Feb 10 - Taste of Elegance 
(What’s that? An elegant evening 
with fine food that benefits the 
youth group!) 
March 28 & 29 - Joy Of Easter 
(What’s that? The story of Jesus’ 
ministry, death and resurrection.) 
June 8 - 15 - Tentative Guatemala 
mission trip dates. 
June 10 - 14 - VBS 
(What’s that? It is Vacation Bible 
School and the theme will be 
SCUBA.) 
July 5 - 12 - Tentative Paraguay 
mission trip dates.

“And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord,  
and then by the will of God also to us” (2 Cor. 8:5). 

  
Like the Macedonian Christians who gave beyond their abilities,  
we excel in our giving when we first give ourselves to the Lord.

Stewardship Corner



As we close out the 2023 year here at St. Matthew Celebrate Recovery I wanted to again say thank you very much 
for all of your support to this ministry.  Your generous support has helped several people this year commit their 
life to Christ and to begin a journey of recovery through seeking His will for their lives and becoming a part of the 
Celebrate Recovery family not just here in Belleville, but throughout Southern IL. and beyond. We took CR to 
Paraguay, visited many CR groups in our region and across the river, our CR Band led worship at several different 
CR groups and events, and we celebrated St Mathew's 16th year of CR by having a CR Sunday and then a CR 
anniversary Friday with special guests Bud and Tammy Vickery from Granite City Restoration Church CR. Bud 
started his CR journey here with us 13 years ago and is now the Associate Pastor of Restoration Church in 
Granite.This last month Chrissy and I were invited to Gambrills, Maryland outside of D.C. to share our testimony 
and as always God worked in an incredible way. After we were done, a girl came up to Chrissy who had never 
been to CR before. She had actually graduated from Belleville East and had endured the same sexual trauma 
that Chrissy shared about. She said this was the anniversary of the day she was attacked and she didn't know 
where to go and didn't want to be alone. After hearing Chrissy's story, she said she knew that God brought her 
there that Friday night to meet Chrissy. We stayed another hour and a half so that they could talk and I was able to 
meet with other ministry leaders from another CR there as well during that time. Chrissy and I are eternally 
thankful to you for your support in these experiences and we never know what God is going to do but He always 
has something special for us each time we travel and share with other groups. Here is a look back at some of the 
highlights of the year, (keep in mind that because of the confidentiality of our Friday CR we can't show entire 
group photos but the people you see here have all agreed that they want their photo to be shared as well as their 
story).  
We hope you will join us in the month of December as we close out the year with lessons on the 1st and 15th 
titled "YES" and "7 Reasons We Get Stuck". And, we will have a special evening on the 8th as we look closely 
into the Serenity Prayer.  I will close out the year's testimonies by sharing my testimony on the 22nd. Please join 
us, dinner is at 6, large group is at 7 and men's and women's open share groups are at 8:10. God bless you and 
your CR family loves you!

Celebrate Recovery: Aaron Oplinger - 618-406-0287 - aoplinger@stmatthew.church Pg. 7

Meal service is from 3:30 pm - 6:30 pm. Dine in or carry out! 

You can order a meal by: calling the church office, signing up in the foyer, or on line here: stmatt.co/wed-meal  

December 6     December 13    December 20 
Pork Loin     Spaghetti & Salsiccia   All You Can Eat Soup 
Dressing & Gravy    Salad Bar    Vegetable, Chili, Lobster Bisque 
Green Beans    Garlic Toast    Potato & Stuffed Green Pepper 
Salad Bar     Spumoni & Cookies   Salad Bar 
Rolls          Rolls 
Dessert          Dessert

The Wednesday Night Meal Preview

mailto:aoplinger@stmatthew.church
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Sunday Worship Opportunities
9:00 am & 10:45 am 

Kid’s Worship: 9:00 am & 10:45 am

Senior Pastor: Robert Swickard 

Associate Pastor: Ross Atherton

Special Events Calendar
Dec 10  The Glory Of Christmas 
Dec 12  Never Alone 
Dec 14  Senior Bible Study 
Dec 19  Finance Committee Meeting 
Dec 21  New Life Club Luncheon 
Dec 24  Christmas Eve 
Dec 24  Christmas Day - Office Closed 
Dec 28  Senior Bible Study 
Jan 1  New Year’s Day - Office Closed
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St. Matthew has a YouTube channel! Click on this link and Subscribe!  

youtube.com/@saintmatthew-belleville 
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NEED PRAYER? 
Submit a prayer request here: 

stmatt.co/prayer 
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