
 

Beulah Camp Information 

Beulah Camps have celebrated over 100 years of 
holiness preaching and worship. This year, we would 
like to add your family to the Beulah Camp family. 
Beulah Holiness Camp Meeting - July 22-29, 2022 
“Camp Meeting is an interdenominational Christian 
Association established for the purpose of getting 
sinners saved, backsliders reclaimed, and believers 
sanctified wholly. When you enter Beulah Campground 
in Eldorado, Illinois, you are standing on holy ground” 
From - https://beulahholinesscamp.org/. 
Registration information can be found in the brochure 
in the rack by the Welcome Center. Or you can visit 
https://beulahholinesscamp.org/ for more information.  

New Members Class 
Have you found “a place to belong” here at St. 
Matthew? If you would like to take the next step and 
become a member of St. Matthew we are holding a 
new members class on Sunday, July 17 at noon in the 
Vine Cafe. A light lunch will be served followed by 
the membership class led by Senior Pastor, Bob 
Swickard. You will also learn about the different 
ministries of St. Matthew and have a chance meet the 
ministry leaders. 
If you would like to attend this class, or would like 
more information, please contact Scott Ferguson at: 
sferguson@stmatthewumc.org or by calling the church 
office at 618-397-5994. We appreciate the RSVP so 
we can plan accordingly for the lunch! 

New Member / Baptism Sunday 
On Sunday, 
July 31 we 
will welcome 
in our new 
members. It 
will also be a 
baptism Sunday.  
When we enter into the waters of baptism, we are 
proclaiming that Jesus died on the cross for our sins, 
was buried, resurrected from the grave and lives again. 
Romans 6:4 says, “we were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.” Being raised up 
out of the baptism water begins that new life in Christ.  
If you would like to be baptized on this Sunday, or 
would like to learn more about baptism, please contact 
Scott Ferguson at: sferguson@stmatthewumc.org or by 
calling the church office at 618-397-5994.
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 What are the song lyrics you heard in high school that when 
you still hear them today it immediately takes you back? 
“Unforgettable.  That’s what you are…”?  “I can’t see me lovin’ 
nobody but you for all my life”?  “Puff the magic dragon lived by 
the sea…”?  “Do, Re, Mi, ABC, 1,2,3; baby you and me girl”?  If I 
went back to my high school years, they would be songs like, “Oh 
what a night, late December back in ’63…”  “We are family, I’ve 
got of all my sisters with me.”  “For so long, you and me been 
finding each other for so long.”  “toot toot, haaah, beep beep, 
[enter whistle]…  (yes, I lived through Disco!)  Among countless 
others!  You get the idea. 

 So if these songs are a part of our psyche because of listening to albums or CD’s or the radio 
while we were growing up, how much more important is it for us to learn the songs of the 
church?  Some of us were raised on hymns.  Others might have been raised on praise 
choruses.  Still others, maybe campfire songs from Christian camp.  All these songs of faith have 
found places of residence in our hearts and minds.  That’s a good thing!  

 Charles Wesley’s oldest son, Charles Jr, once said to his father, “that he,” (Charles Jr.), “was so 
transported in playing keyboard or violin that he did not know where he was or whether any other 
person was in the room.”  So what would happen if when we were singing a hymn of faith in the 
living room we became so caught up in what we were singing we became oblivious to all in the 
room except the presence of God?  Could we experience such a thing?  

 This is why it is so important for us to learn, sing and examine the songs of faith.  So this 
month we are going to be exploring some hymns and examining what they say and the 
implications for us as followers of Jesus. John Wesley spoke from wisdom when he said, “Learn 
these songs of faith before we learn any others.”  

 Maybe we all have a favorite hymn or two.  Whatever yours is, examine it this month as we 
look at others.  Write the lyrics down on a piece of paper.  Go over the lyrics.  What do you see 
now that perhaps you’ve never seen before?  How is it speaking to you now that perhaps it hasn’t 
before?   

 I hope you will be here and tuned in for this month as we look at the profound truths we 
encounter from singing our hymns of faith!   

With Blessed Assurance because of His Amazing Grace! 
  
Bob

The Pastors Pen Pg. 2



 

Celebrate Recovery: Aaron Oplinger - 618-406-0287 - aoplinger@stmatthewumc.org Pg. 3

New St. Matthew Website Coming This Fall! 
We are in the process of building you a better website! This new website will be cell 
phone friendly and much more user friendly for you. You will be able to access 
sermons, sermon notes, bulletins, newsletters, make prayer requests, sign up for 
Wednesday night meals, access ministry information and much more. We thank you 
for your patience and we are excited to get this new site up and running for you! 

RedBird Mission 
Sign up for the Red Bird Mission in the Appalachian Mountains of Kentucky on October 9 - 
15. This is a one week mission work camp where you can assist with repairs, building, 
painting, room additions, help at the community store, hair styling and more. Volunteers of all 
skill levels and abilities are welcome. The cost is $425 / person and includes travel, lodging, 
materials and meals. There is a brochure with more information on the brochure rack by the 
Welcome Center. Contact Toby Sheppard at 618-698-1122 to sign up or for more information.  

Sanctuary Choir News 
The choir’s last rehearsal for the summer is June 29; however, the choir will still continue to sing for worship each 
Sunday morning. Rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, September 7 at 7:00 pm and we would love to welcome 
some new choir members on that evening. If you are interested in joining the choir please contact Hank Oplinger at 
hoplinger@stmatthewumc.org or by calling the church office at 618-397-5994 ext 1110. 

Friday Nights: Dinner at 6 pm. Large group at 7 pm. Open share groups at 8 pm. 

July 1 - We are excited to hear from Bruce, the Training coach from Marion Cornerstone CR. I had the opportunity 
to meet Bruce and get to know a little about his story when I shared my story with his group in Marion. You will be 
encouraged by his story of overcoming crushing financial debt and gambling addiction. Also this evening we will 
be recognizing our CR leaders and TEAM members. We will be welcoming a new group of leaders who are already 
having a big impact on our St. Matts CR family! 

July 8 - One of our new CR leaders, Nathaniel will teach a lesson called "Moral". Many of you had the chance to 
hear a little bit from Nathaniel at the spaghetti dinner in May. Nathaniel is a gifted teacher at East St.Louis High 
School, and I believe you will be blessed when you hear him teach this lesson! 

July 15 - Loressa Selby from Herrick CR and Choir will be with us to share her testimony. Loressa has an 
incredible story of perseverance and God's grace at work. Don't miss hearing her inspiring experience of recovery 
and complete transformation. 

July 22 - One of the most tangible things you can do to move forward in your life and your walk with the Lord is to 
take a thorough inventory of your life to see how you became who you are, and to learn where God wants to take 
you next. Our own Encourager coach, Kathy Metz will be sharing the steps that lead to a successful inventory 
process and why it is so important. 

July 29 - Michelle Greer has become one of Chrissy and my best friends through our work together in CR. 
Michelle has a heart-breaking story but also one of the most transformational stories you will hear. You don't want 
to miss this one!

News & Events
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*THANK YOU to our fantastic & absolutely incredible friends who helped with Knights of North Castle Vacation 
Bible School this year!  We were successful in our quest and found the King’s armor, which turned out to be the 
Armor of God. Please continue to pray for our kids as they live their life to be strong in the Lord and in the strength 
of His power!  

*Please continue to pray for our kids as they attend Beulah Bible Camp & Beulah Beginning Camp June 27 – July 
2! Please pray for them to grow in their faith with Jesus, for fellowship with peers, for safety & good weather.   

*3rd Grade Bibles. If you have a child that attends St. Matthew, that will be entering into the 3rd grade this school 
year, please send Lindsay their full name no later than Wednesday, July 27.  We will be presenting our new 3rd 
graders with their engraved Bibles in August.  

*Promotion Sunday & Blessing of the Backpacks will be August 7! This is the day that our kids and youth will 
attend their new 2022-2023 classes.  We’ll have a time of prayer during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am services for all 
students, teachers, parents, school administrators and prayer warriors to saturate our students in prayer as they 
return to the mission fields in their schools.  Kids are invited to bring their backpacks to church for a special prize! 

*We love new friends in Children’s Ministry and have plenty of opportunities for you to serve. Let God use you in 
a mighty way by investing in the spiritual formation of our amazing kids! Not sure where your “sweet spot” would 
be? Meet with Lindsay and we’ll find you a perfect place! 

*Email Updates & Activities. If you have a child or grandchild in the Children’s Ministry and do not receive our 
emails, please send your email address to lvollmar@stmatthewumc.org. We will continue to provide your kids and 
families with opportunities to know, grow & go in the name of Jesus! 

 Good News Club 
*We’re back!  Coming back this fall after 2 years off is Good News Club! Good News Club is a free after school 
program for Kindergarten – 3rd graders offered at St. Matthew on Tuesday afternoons. It’s a fun time packed full of 
Bible stories, music, games, memory verses, skits and planting the seeds of Jesus in the lives of our kids in the 
community.  We need your help to minister to these amazing kids, so please begin praying how you can be a part of 
club. Volunteer registration coming soon!

Children’s Ministry: Lindsay Vollmar - 618-660-7552 — lvollmar@stmatthewumc.org Pg. 4

Youth Ministry: Matt Vollmar - 618-795-6250 - mvollmar@stmatthewumc.org

Sunday Night Youth - No youth on July 10 or 17 because of mission trips. The other Sundays at 5:00 pm in the 
Youth Room. 

Youth Band - Wednesday Nights at 5:30 pm in the Youth Room. 

Youth Bible Study - Wednesday Nights at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room. 

July 7 - Thor movie at The Edge. Tickets are $5, time coming soon. 

July 11 - 15 - High School Mission Trip. We'll be serving at the Bridge Teen Center in Orland Park, IL.  The cost 
per kid is $50 (which covers your food, lodging, ticket to a Cubs game and a t-shirt). 

June 22 - 24 - Middle School Mission Trip. We'll do a fun activity on Friday, mission work on Saturday, done 
Sunday afternoon, all while staying at the church.  Cost is $30 per kid.
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Our July New Life Club meeting will meet on July 21 at Noon in the Vine Cafe..  We will be enjoying Fried 
Chicken and trimmings from our hostess LaDonna Kalish and you can make our own ice cream sundae.  Our 
program will be presented by the ever popular Don James and Friends. No reservations are required.  Come on out 
for a great time of fellowship and Christian fun!  

New Life Club Bible Study with Larry Patton - Our Thursday Bible Study this month is  July 14 and 28 at 
9:30am. Come have coffee and donuts for a time, then join us for a great Bible Study.  

“Redeemed Again”, The Thrift Shop of St. Matthew - We still have a need for earrings and other jewelry as well 
as pots, pans and dishes.  You continuously bless this community with your donations. 

New Life Club Choir will meet at 4:00 pm in the Park Room for practice July 6 and 13.  We will sing at the 
Nazarene Church in Fairview Heights on July 17 and then have lunch at Bandanas.  We will dismiss after that until 
September 7, 2022.  Thank you for your dedication to this ministry.  

St. Matthew Senior Travels 
Suite Cardinals All Inclusive Game - July 14, 2022  
HGTV Southern Road Trip - October 2-9, 2022 
Fireside Dinner Theatre - Wisconsin - "White Christmas" - Nov. 3-4, 2022 
Branson Christmas - Nov. 15-19, 2022  
25th Anniversary Tour of “Straight No Chaser” - Fox Theatre - December 8, 2022 
Call me for reservations and more information. 

We have so many ways for you to be involved in our senior ministry.......Call me!

LifeGroups: Gina Swickard - doxa715@gmail.com

College Ministry: Andy Black - 217-725-5079 - ablack@stmatthewumc.org Pg. 5

College Ministry - Meets every Wednesday Night at 6:00 pm in the 
College Ministry Center (door 7).  

College Ministry has been gearing up for a busy summer of camps, 
mission trips, and service in and around the city of Belleville. Whether 
fellowshipping over Tuesday lunch, or doing a deep dive at Bible study on 
Wednesday nights, these young adults love doing life in Christ together!

Senior Ministry: Jeanie Lively - 618-979-7434 - jlively@stmatthewumc.org

LifeGroup 50/60 is a "drop-in" discipleship group that is available to 50 and 60 year olds. This group meet the 
fourth Thursday of the month: Thursday, July 28 at 6:30 pm. We gather together around a meal at 6:30 pm in the 
Vine Cafe for fun and fellowship. Then we gather around God's Word from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm in the Side Chapel 
Room (Side Vine Cafe).  It is open to all who would like to be a part of it. 

LifeGroup 30/40, led by Brian Caringer, meets weekly at 6:00 pm in Room 221 upstairs in Kids Town. 
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Associate pastor Andy Black 
and youth pastor Matt 
Vollmar (pictured right) on 
the opening day of Knights 
of North Castle VBS. 
Dressed as dragons, they 
knighted the children in the 
crowd with their … you 
guessed it, lightsabers. Way 
to go above and beyond for 
the kids!

And speaking of above and 
beyond, Aaron & Chrissy Oplinger 
(pictured left) spent countless 
hours repairing, refreshing and 
cleaning the cabins at Beulah so 
our kids and sponsors could be 
safe and have a great time! 

Mission minded St. Matthew 
members helping with the 
Ellis Elementary Food Drive on Tuesday, June 7 (pictured above).

New Life Club 50th Anniversary Celebration

Doris Hill, the New 
Life Club’s most 
“senior” member 
(pictured below).

The 50th anniversary planning & decorating committee 
(pictured above) & distinguished guests (pictured below). 

Pastors Bob Souders  
& Larry Patton 

reminiscing over the 
past 50 years of 

ministry, fellowship, 
service & travel 
(pictured left).

Maraline Meyer, 
who was at the very 
first club meeting 

and practically every 
one in between,  
led the prayer 

(pictured above).
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Women Of Worth Meeting 
The next Women of Worth Bible study is Saturday, July 23 from 8:30 am - 10 am and is a breakfast potluck at 
Anita Gajewski’s house (7 Brown Dr., Fairview Heights). All are welcome! 

The Summer Sack Lunch Program 
We need your help packing 300 lunches a week all summer long! There is a drop-off container available in the 
foyer for non perishable food donations. Items needed include: healthy juice boxes, fruit, applesauce, pudding 
cups, individually wrapped fruit snacks, chips, pretzels, etc. and plastic spoons. In the kitchen there is a refrigerator 
labeled “Summer Sack Lunch” for perishable donation items such as sliced cheese, lunch sized single packs of 
carrots, cheese sticks, etc. We are also asking for donations of white sandwich bread (on Sunday’s only so it can be 
fresh for Monday). You can also make a monetary donation. Just make sure you designate it a “Summer Sack 
Lunch” donation. Thank you for your continued support with this program that helps so many in our community! 

Apartments For Rent 
We have two (2) third (3rd) floor apartments available for rent! There is a waiting list for ground and first floor 
apartments, so this is a unique opportunity! Please contact St. Matthew’s property manager, Aaron Oplinger at 
aoplinger@stmatthewumc.org or by calling the church office at 618-397-5994 for more information. 

Meal service is from 3:30 pm - 6:30 pm. Dine in or carry out! 

You can order a meal by: calling the church office at 618-397-5994, signing up in the foyer on Sunday mornings, 
through the St. Matthew App or through an order form on our website at: http://stmatthewumc.org/wed-meal.  

July 6    July 13     July 20 
Pitkin County Pork Chops  Roast Beef    Pork Loin 
Potato Casserole   Mashed Potatoes & Gravy  Dressing & Gravy 
Orange Glazed Carrots  Home Grown Sweet Corn  Green Beans with Bacon & Onions 
Salad Bar    Salad Bar    Salad Bar 
Rolls     Rolls     Rolls 
Dessert    Dessert     Dessert 

The Wednesday Night Meal Preview

Stewardship Corner

“ . . . let your light shine before others, that they may see your good  
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

When a generous lifestyle is present in our lives, people will see our good works — our different 
attitude and perspective on money and things — and will glorify our heavenly Father. 
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Weekly Worship Opportunities
Sunday

Morning: 9:00 am & 11:00 am 
Kid’s Worship: 9:00 am & 11:00 am 

Wednesday
6:15 pm in the Chapel

Senior Pastor: Robert Swickard 

Associate Pastor: Andy Black

Special Events Calendar
July 1  (1 & 2) Beulah Beginner Camp 
July 4  Church Office Closed 
July 5  SPRC Meeting 
July 12  Trustees Meeting 
July 14  NLC Bible Study 
July 16  Women Of Worth Meeting 
July 17  New Member Class 
July 19  Finance Meeting 
July 21  New Life Club Luncheon 
July 22  (22 - 29) Beulah Holiness Camp Meeting 
July 28  NLC Bible Study & LifeGroup 50/60 
July 31  New Member / Baptism Sunday 
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St. Matthew has a new YouTube channel! Click on this link and Subscribe!  

https://youtube.com/channel/St.Matthew
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